
Chapter 3 .66 RC\\-: Junsdiction and venue

Effective date .. Severability - 1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes following RCW 46.63.010.

Powers and jurisdiction of district court commissioner: RCW 9.42.020.
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i'$; ., [t tn" r"tr" of the claim or the amount at issue does not exceed seventy-five thousand dottars, exctusive of interest,
Lt/' .t,u" I costs, and attorneys' fees, the district court shall have jurisdiction and cognizance of the following civil actions and
t'u I proceedings:

^l,( ,9iu1 [_ (1) Actions arising on contract for the recovery of money;

Ct' ,,, (2) Actions for damages for injuries to the person, or for taking or detaining personal property, or for injuring personat
. ,ri {r4L property, or for an injury to real property when no issue raised by the answer involves the piaintiff's title to or possessiontu- :, i' of the same and actions to recover the possession of personal property;
,( \1', ',

(3) Actions for a penalty;

(4) Actions upon a bond conditioned for the payment of money, when the amount claimed does not exceed fifty
thousand dollars, though the penalty of the bond exceeds that sum, the judgment to be given for the sum actuallydue,
not exceeding the amount claimed in the complaint;

(5) Actions on an undertaking or surety bond taken by the court;

(6) Actions for damages for fraud in the sale, purchase, or exchange of personal property;

(7) Proceedings to take and enter judgment on confession of a defendant;

(8) Proceedings to issue writs of attachment, garnishment and replevin upon goods, chattels, moneys, and effects;

(9) Actions arising under the provisions of chapter 19.190 RCW;

.. (10) Proceedings to civilly enforce any money judgment entered in any municipal court or municipal department of a
district court organized under the laws of this state; and

. (1 1) All other actions and proceedings of which jurisdiction is specially conferred by statute, when the title to, or right
of possession of, real property is not involved.

l2oo8c??7 S 1;2oo7c4o5r;zgoec27S't;2oooc49g r;1997c246S 1;1991 c33g 1; 1984c258S41;1981 c331 S7; 1979c 102S3;
1965 c 95 S 1; 1961 c 299 g 113.1

Notes:
Effective date .. Subheadings not law .. 2008 c227: See notes following RCW 3.50.003.

Effective date - 1991 c 33: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or
safg!, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect July 1 , 1991 ." [1991
c33$7.1

- Court lmprovement Act of 1984 - Effective dates - Severabitity .. Short title .. 1984 c 258: See notes
lollowing RCW 3.30.01 0.

- -9qgf Congestion Reduction Act of 1981 .. Purpose - Severability .. 1981 c 331: See notes following RCW
2.32.070.

Application, savings .. 1979 c 102: "Sections 2, 3, and 4 of this 1979 amendatory act upon taking effect shall
apply to all actions filed on or after December 8,1977. Any pafi to an action which ispending on thelffective date of
this act shall be permitted to amend any pleadings to reflect such increase in court jurisdiction: PROVIDED, That
nothing in this act shall affect the validity of judicial acts taken prior to its effective date." [1979 c 102 S 5.]
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Severability .. 1979 c 102: "lf any provision of this amendatory act or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected." [1979 c 102 S 6.]

Effective date .. 1979 c 102: "Sections 2 through 5 of this 1979 amendatory act are necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government and its existing public
institutions, and shall take effect May 1 , 1979." [1979 c 102 $ 7.]

3.66.030
Restrictions on civil iurisdiction.

The jurisdiction covered by RCW 3,66,0-20 shall not extend to the following civil actions:

(1) Actions involving title to real property;

(2) Actions for the foreclosure of a mortgage or enforcement of a lien on real estate;

(3) Actions for false imprisonment, libel, slander, malicious prosecution, criminal conversation, or seduction; and

(4) Actions against an executor or administrator as such.

[1961c299S114.]

,---***_*rd
Venue - Civll aatiotri.

,,r,u"' (1) An action arising under RCW 3,66,020 (1), (4), (6), (7), and (11) may be brought in any district in which the
t ..,,.'f defendant, or, if there be more than one defendant, where some one of the defendants, resides at the time the complaint

", 
i5{ 

""' is filed or in which the defendant, or if there be more than one defendant, where some one of the defendants may be
! ' 

o 4 served with the notice and complaint in which latter case, however, the district where the defendant or defendants is or
[)ir'" a. are served must be within the county in which the defendant or defendants reside. lf the residence of the defendant is

r,.," 
" n not ascertained by reasonable efforts, the action may be brought in the district in which the defendant's place of actual

)'', rf . physical employment is located.

. i"?i (2) An action arising under RCW 3,66.020(2) for the recovery of possession of personal property and RCW 3.66,020
(8) shall be brought in the district in which the subject matter of the action or some part thereof is situated.

(3) An action. arising under RCW 3.66.020 (3) and (5) shall be brought in the district in which the cause of action, or
some part thereof arose.

(4) An action arising under RCW 3.66.020(2) for the recovery of damages for injuries to the person or for injury to
personal property may be brought, at the plaintiff's option, either in the district in which the cause of action, or some part
thereof, arose, or in the district in which the defendant, or, if there be more than one defendant, where some one of the
defendants, resides at the time the complaint is filed.

(5) A proceeding under RCW 3.66.020(10) may be brought in the district within which the municipal court or municipal
department is located.

(6) An action against a nonresident of this state, including an action arising under the provisions of chapter 19.190
RCW, may be brought in any district where service of process may be had, or in which the cause of action or some part
thereof arose, or in which the plaintiff or one of them resides.

(7) An action upon the unlawful issuance of a check or draft may be brought in any district in which the defendant
resides or may be brought in any district in which the check was issued or presented as payment.
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(8) For the purposes of chapters 3.30 through 3.74 RCW, the residence of a corporation defendant shall be deemed
to be in any district where the corporation transacts business or has an office for the transaction of business or
transacted business at the time the cause of action arose or where any person resides upon whom process may be
served upon the corporation, unless herein othenivise provided.

12007 c 46 $ 2; 2003 c 27 S 2: 2OO1 c 45 S 1 ; 1 988 c 71 S 1 ; 1984 c 258 g a2; 1 961 c 299 S 1 15.I

Notes:
Court lmprovement Act of 1984 - Effective dates .. Severability - Short title .. 1984 c 258: See notes

following RCW 3.30.01 0.

3.66.050
Transfer of proceed! ngs.

lf a civil action is brought in the wrong district, the action may nevertheless be tried therein unless the defendant, at the
time the defendant appears, requests a transfer of the action to the proper district. Upon such demand an order shall be
entered transferring the action to the proper district and awarding the defendant a reasonable attorney's fee to be paid by
the plaintiff.

[1984 c 258 S 43; 1961 c 299 S 116.]

Notes:
Court lmprovement Act of 1984 .. Effective dates -. Severability - Short title .. 1984 c 258: See notes

following RCW 3.30.01 0.

3.66.060
Criminal jurisdiction.

The district court shall have jurisdiction: (1) Concurrent with the superior court of all misdemeanors and gross
misdemeanors committed in their respective counties and of all violations of city ordinances. lt shall in no event impose a
greater punishment than a fine of five thousand dollars, or imprisonment for one year in the county or city jail as the case
may be, or both such fine and imprisonment, unless othenvise expressly provided by statute. lt may suspend and revoke
vehicle operators' libenses in the cases provided by law; (2) to sit as a committing magistrate and conduct preliminary
hearings in cases provided by law; (3) concurrent with the superior court of a pr,oceeding to keep the peace in their
respective counties; (4) concurrent with the superior court of all violations under Title 77 RCW; (5) to hear and determine
tratfic infractions under chapter 46.63 RCW; and (6) to take recognizance, approve bail, and arraign defendants held
within its jurisdiction on warrants issued by other courts of limited jurisdiction when those courts are participating in the
program established under RCW 2.56.160.

[2003c39St;ZOOOc111$3;1984c258g44;1983lstex.s.c46S176;1982c150S1;1961c299S117.]

Notes:
Court Improvement Act of 1984 * Effective dates - Severability .. Short title .. 1984 c 258: See notes

following RCW 3.30.01 0.

3.66.065
Assessmenl of punishment.

lf a delendant is found guilty, a judge holding office pursuant to chapters 3.30 through 3.74 RCW, or chapter 35.20 RCW,
and not the jury, shall assess punishment, notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 10.04.100. lf the judge determines that
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